
The English Language Learners (ELL) Program at Pope Francis High School 

 

The Program:  

 

The objective of the ELL Program is to provide English language learners with English language instruction 

and support that will enable them to be successful in mainstream English and content classes. ELL course 

material is presented at a challenging but comprehensible language level that increases as the student’s English 

skill improves. 

 

All non-native speakers of English are tested upon their arrival at Pope Francis. They are placed into one of the 

following levels based on their English proficiency: ELL 2 (advanced beginner/low intermediate); ELL 3 

(intermediate); ELL 4 (advanced); or mainstream (English proficient). Students then advance one level per year.  

 

ELL students take ELL English with other students at the same proficiency level (ELL 2 students take two 

English classes). They take most of their other classes with mainstream students. Depending on their skill level, 

students may be recommended for an ELL level content class (history, science, and/or religion) if that class is 

offered that semester. All ELL classes are worth the same number of graduation credits as their mainstream 

counterparts. 

 

The Classes: 
 

The focus of ELL English classes is on developing the skill areas of listening, speaking, reading, and writing 

using level-appropriate materials. The content of these classes parallels that of the mainstream English classes 

and includes fiction, poetry, drama, grammar, and writing. A particular emphasis is placed on building 

strategies for comprehending nonfiction texts like those that students will encounter in their science and history 

classes. 
 

The content of ELL content classes parallels that of the mainstream classes. However, the texts and other 

materials are carefully chosen to be comprehensible for English learners. These classes are taught by ELL-

trained content teachers. 
 

The Teacher: 
 

Ms. Mary Kapner coordinates the ELL program and teaches the ELL classes. She is also the International 

Student Advisor. In this role she meets with students to monitor social and academic progress, encourage 

involvement in extracurricular activities, and facilitate communication about student progress between and 

among teachers and administration.  

 

Ms. Kapner has been teaching and developing programs for ELL students in private schools for over 20 years. 

She has taught in American and international day and boarding schools in Africa, Europe, Asia, and the United 

States. Ms. Kapner holds a master’s degree from Johns Hopkins University and a K-12 ELL teaching 

certification from the state of Massachusetts. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


